





CSI MATEER MEMORIAL CHURCH

Regular Weekly Programme

Morning Worship (Monday-Saturday) 07.00am
Online Morning Prayer (Monday-Saturday) 05:00am

Week Days

Online Evening Prayer (Monday-Saturday) ~ 08:00pm

Sunda Malayalam Service 06:00am

CHURCH VOICE | sy 07 00am
o Malayalam Service 08:30am

23 year of publication English Service 10:30am
Malayalam Service 04:15pm

OCTOBER 2025 Sunday School 10.30am
Men’s Fellowship 10:30am

EDITORIAL BOARD Women’s Fellowship 10:30am
CHier EpiTor Christian Endeavour Youth Fellowship 11:30am

BCL Union & JCF 11.30am

Rev. D. Jacob Choir Practice 12.00noon
(President) Monday Bible Study 05.00pm
Vestry Prayer 06.30pm

m Tuesday Circle Prayer 06.30pm
; Wednesday Gospel Band Visit 04:30pm

Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam Women's Fellowship 04.30pm
Dr. Samson Nessiah Thursday  Senior Citizens’ Fellowship 04.30pm
. Worship Witnessing Service 06:15pm

Er. JoshiDas Y. S. Friday Circle Prayer 06:30pm
Dr. Oliver Robertson Saturday  Fasting Prayer (2" Saturday) 10:00am
; Choir Practice 05.00pm

Mr. Sajan Samson R. Young Family Fellowship 05:30pm

Er. Ceragil Austin Prince

Mr. Prema Kumar P R.
Mr. John Benson J.

MEMBERS OF THE MM CHURCH COMMITTEE
Rev. D. Jacob (Presbyter-in-Charge &Treasurer) 9447886139

i ; Rev. P Thanga Raj (Presbyter) 9488235541

r: S?”tha Sa}nleev Rev. Dr. G. Chrispin Baju (Presbyter) 8547478150

Dr. Cinthya Vinu Rev. Shiju R. Das (Presbyter) 8277103166

Dr. Samson Nessiah (Church Secretary) 9447126931

The Chief Editor Church Voice Er. Joshi Das Y. S. (Church Accountant) 9446052121

MM, Chu}ch LMS Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam 9995100420

Compound, Trivandrum-33 Mr. L. J. Padmakumar 9895393794

Er. M. Sam Moses 9447011754

Articles/Feedback Dr. Arthur Jacob 9447965063

may be sent to Adv. Sarjine Thomas 9847104775

. . Adv. Roy YAA. 8089296427

churchvoice@gmail.com | Er. Ceragil Austin Prince 9037819570

before 15" of every month|  Dr. Sajitha Sanjeev 9847113572

Church Voice can be Er. Suguna J. Johnson 8907011001
read online at our website CHURCH OFFICE

: Mr. Saju Stanley (Manager) 9447470953

www.mateermemorialchurch.comf i parwin D, L. (Accounts Clerk) 9809748617

PRINTED AT Mr. Rajeev T. 9895801012

Mr. G. Wilson 9447525339

GRACE PRINTERS Mr. Anil Kumar 9048361292

Muttada Ph: 9447059891
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FROM THE PRESBYTER’S DESK
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Choice& Wisdom

God gavetheresponshility for the Garden of EdentoAdam
and wanted him not to have thefruit from aparticular tree. God
could haveeasly prevented him from having that fruit, but God gave
Adam the choiceto obey or disobey (Gen.2:16-17). Haveyou ever
thought why God placed that tree there? Or, why He did not place
thetreein suchamanner that Adam could not havereached it? God
wanted Adam to obey and so He gave him thechoice. If theoption
of choosingisnot there, thenwewill belikeprisoners. "I haveto do
it," and nothing beyond that, or no other choice. But unfortunately,
Adam chosethewrong and he disobeyed. Eveninour daly lives,
God givesusthe choice and a so thewisdom to know theright and
thewrong. Now it isup to usto decide what wewant. "When you
arefaced with choices, dwayschooseto obey God."
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SECRETARY’S DESK

REPORT OF ACTIVITIES OF
M M CHURCH FOR SEPTEMBER 2025

Dear co-believers,

With the dawn of October 2025, we are
completingfirst haf of thefinancid year 2025-2026.

Decided to restart the various Recurring Depositsand Term
Depositsof thechurch.

Necessary maintenancework of the parsonagesincluding repair
of the drainage block asan emergency processwasdone.

Rev. D. Jacob informed that as per the previous two weeks
pul pit announcements, VotersList for 2024-2027 was published on
31-8-2025. Nomination paperswere made available onrequest to MM
Church memberstill 5:00 p.m. on 01-09-2025. As per the schedule
circulated by the South KeralaDiocesg, filled nomination formswere
receivedtill 5:00 p.m. on 01-09-2025. Scrutiny of thenominationforms
weredoneon 02-09-2025 at 2:00 p.m. inthechurch committee meeting.
Following withdrawal, there were only enough number of candidates
and hencethey were declared el ected on 03-09-2025.

General Category:

Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam

Dr. Samson Nessiah

Mr. L. J. Padmakumar

Er. Sam Moses

Dr. Arthur Jacob

Er. Joshi DasY. S.

Adv. SarjineThomas
Youth Category: Women Category:

Adv.RoyY.A. Dr. SgithaSanjeev

Er. Ceragil Austin Prince Er. SugunaJ. Johnson
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The unanimously elected church committee memberswere
sworn on 07-09-2025.

Thefirst committee meeting was held on 07-09-2025 and the
following personswere el ected asoffice bearers:

Church Secretary - Dr. Samson Nessiah
ChurchAccountant - Er. Joshi DasY. S.

Therepresentativesto the Diocesan Council wer e elected

1. Adv. SarjineThomas

2. Mr. Sathy K. Das

3. Er.Ceragil Audtin Prince

4. Er.PriyaJoy
Thefollowing per sonswerenominated asr epresentativestothe
District Council

1. Mrs. ShedaRemani

2. Mr.ZaemEnoch

3. Mr.Binil G Edwin

4. Dr.SamsonNessiah

Dr. Sgjith Edwin and Mr. Suresh Babu were nominated to
represent minority communities.

Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam presented adetailed report onthe
dutiesand responsibilitiesof thestaff of MM Church. It wasdiscussed
indetail and gpproved after making certain modifications.

The pay revision benefits to staff was implemented from
01-08-2025. TheAnnual Convention of the churchis scheduled from
31-10-2025 to 02-11-2025. Mr. George Cherian, Founder President,
MissionslIndiawill bethe Main Speaker.

Mr. Premchand Johnson informed that the revised edition of
AswasaGanangd including 10 Tamil songsisready for use.

Family week was observed by our Women's Fellowship from
08-09-2025. They had arranged retreat, house visit and various other
programsduring theweek.
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Resolved to have the Church General Body Meeting on
05-10-2025 after pul pit announcementson 21 and 28" September 2025.

Accountsfor August 2025
Opening Bdance - Rs.17,82,335
IncomeAugust 2025 - Rs. 21,90,945
ExpenditureAugust 2025 - Rs. 33,48,914
ClosngBdance - Rs. 6,24,366

Poor Aids Sanctioned
Onthereport of therequest and severefinancial crisisof our

member Mr. Privirg Harris, Rs. 50,000 washanded over to himinthe

presence of the personswho had given himloan.

1. Educationd Aid - 10,000 to Sujana, Kadampanad

2. Marriage - M M Church may be made availableas per the
ratefor MM Church membersto Omana, HMS
Chirakunnu. No concessionfor TIM Hall.

3. FnancddAid - Rs.5,000t0 S. Anandan, Pathanamthitta

4. HousngAid - Rs.10,000to Bose, Evangelist, Alikode
5. Medicd Aid - Rs. 10,000 to Baby, Nettayam
Wardsallocated to Deacons
Ambaamukku - Mr. L. J. Padmakumar
Charachira - Er.SamMoses
Edappazhanii - Er.SamMoses
Kowdiar - Er. SugunaJ. Johnson
LMS-Pdayam - Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam
Muttada - Dr. SgithaSanjeev
Nanthencode - Adv. SarjineThomas
Pattom - Er. Joshi DasY. S.
Statue - Adv.Roy Y.A.
Thycaud - Dr. Arthur Jacob
Ulloor - Mr. L. J. Padmakumar

Vazhuthacaud - Er.Ceragil Augtin Prince
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Repr esentativesto Church Sub-or ganisations
Church Secretary, Accountant and Co-ordinator of sub-organi
sationswill be ex-officio members.

Sunday School CEYF

Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam Er. Ceragil Audin Prince

Er. SugunaJ. Johnson Adv.Roy Y.A.

Dr. Samson Nessiah CF

Er. Ceragil Augtin Prince Dr. Arthur Jacob
Men’sFellowship Mr. L. J. Padmakumar

Mr. L. J. Padmakumar Choir

Dr. Arthur Jacob Adv. Sarjine Thomas
Women’sFdlowship Er. Sam Moses

Dr. SgjithaSanjeev YFF

Er. SugunaJ. Johnson Adv.Roy Y. A.

Adv. Sarjine Thomas
Convener sof sub committees

Cemetery - Mr. L. J. Padmakumar
ChurchVoice - Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam
City Misson - Dr. Arthur Jacob
Church CampusBeautification - Dr. Arthur Jacob

Church Maintenance - Er. Sam Moses

Poor Help - Dr. SgjithaSanjeev
Library - Er. SugunaJJohnson
Gospel Band - Adv. Sarjine Thomas

I'T and Documentation - Er. Ceragil Austin Prince
Finance - Er. Joshi DasY. S.
Internal Auditor - Mr. Jothi Sathianess

Co-ordinator of Sub-organisations - Adv. Roy Y. A.

TheY FF Charity Fest held on 27" and 28" September 2025
fetched more than 8 lakhs. Congratulations! L et usthank God and
uphold our PRAY ER WARRIORSwho are sustaining our Church.

May God BlessUsall! Yoursin Christ,

Dr. Samson Nessiah
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MISSIONAND MINISTRY OF
THE CHURCH

Dr. Christenson E. Sar asam

“ And theglory which You gave Mel have given
them, that they may be one just asWe are one:” (John 17:22).

“AcChristianinisolationisno Christian” saysS. Augustine.
Christianlifeisnot anindividualistic affair, but alifewith God. Itisa
corporateexperienceinthecontext of thefaith community. Any activity
of thefaith community in the Church under God'ssupervision hasits
own continuing impetus. Worship, singing, praying, fellowshipping,
witnessing, preaching, healing, sharing, caring, helping, supporting,
empathising, involving, partaking and any such activity hasto do
wholesomely with Christian nurture.

Themission of the Chur ch is so compr ehensive and cosmic
that dl itsprogrammesinfluenceuswiddy and holistically preparingthe
polity for effectiveroleswhether forma or informal. Theworshipping
community isin constant training not for the contemporary generation
alone, but for generation after generation until thewholeraceisfully
trainedinlivingthelifeof God' swill intheir lives. Mission focussed
activitiesarenot just for the sake of some contingent experience of
emotions but they aretoolsfor sustainable love bond with God and
humanbeings.

Contextualisation of faith and practiceexperiencesisthecore
of Christian lifetestimony. Each member of the Church must be
ableto discern meaning and purpose of lifethrough al experiencessince
lifeis dynamic as the mission of the Church isdynamic. Therefore
constant contextualisation based on Biblical conceptsand preceptsis
imperativeinour faith praxis. Todrivehomethemisson paradigminthe
church, ministry must beintegrated and incul cated in correl ations, co-
ordination, networking, mutua support, liaison and support current and




10 2182f candny
53@(95;05721(5 2025

new challengesto equip the body of Christ to exemplify “sacrificial
lifestyle’ and bring glory to God.

If the Churchisgenuindy willingto opt out of laxity, laziness, comfort
zones, complacency and convalescence, it must bewilling to be shaken,
purged and power filled leading to renewal, restoration, stimulation,
reinforcement, recovery, resumption, resurgence and resuscitation. We
need tolook at our formsof structured ministriesof theChurch—
(including ordained and laity) to makeit morein keegpingwith Jesus's
example of servant-hood and humility. Shall we aspirefor an honest
re-evaluation and reconstruction ?
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GOD'SCALL, SERVICE AND
LIFEJOURNEY OF FAITH

Rev. LukeVinod Titus

"| thank Christ Jesusour Lord for giving me
strength and who consi dered mefaithful and appointed
metoHisservice" 1 Timothy 1:12

“| wasdedicated and sent by my mother Church-M ateer
Memorial Church on 7" April, 1996. Sincethen, | am supported
by MM Church through Indian Evangelical Mission.

My dear Mother imparted her faith lifeinmesincemy infancy -
by singing the praises of Jesus, reciting thetruelife biographiesin
Scriptureand by her life-styleof faith, patienceand disciplinein Christ.
When | was 21 yearsin October 1982, | totally gavemy lifeto Jesus
and recelved Him asmy personal Saviour and Lord and entered His
joyful fellowship of love, peace and service. Fromthen my Lord Jesus
inspired inmethisWatchword - * A life not to be served but to serve’,
based on Mark 10:45.

After | completed my post-graduationin 1984, | started looking
for asuitableplacement. In January 1985 my L or d Jesusspecifically
called mefor Full TimeMissionary Service.

| wasglad and received His Call with Thanksgiving. But that
samemonth, HE made meunderstand that | wasnot ready for the Task
and | needed to be prepared. Then | worked in the Rubber and Tea
Plantation Sector in Keralaasan Executivefor nineyears, but each
year longing to comeout and go for Hisservice. My Lord waspreparing
my lifethrough variouswaysinthissecular assgnment and HE taking
meto higher respongbilities.

InMay 1995 after ten and ahalf years of waiting on my Lord
Jesus, HE opened theway for methrough Indian Evangelical Mission
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(IEM) and |EM cdled mefor the cross-cultural Missionary Trainingin
the Outreach Training Ingtitute (OTI), near Hosur in Tamil Nadu.

Then | resigned from the Company and went for the Training
for 6 monthsfrom June end to December 1995. | did not know where
and how | would begoingto serve Himinfuture. During thisperiod of
Training HE specifically guided mewith HisCal to go and serveamong
the Lahauli peoplein Lahaul and Spiti District of Himachal Pradesh.
Thiswas an answer to the 24 years of prayer of IEM to send a
MissonaryintoL ahaul valley for afull timeMinistry amongthem.

On18"May 1996 | arrivedin Kullu Valley in HPas appointed
by Indian Evangdica Mission (IEM) for my serviceamong the L ahaulli
people. For 22 yearstill April 2018, | served among this peoplegroup
intheLahaul valley. Itisaplaceinthegreat Himaayan Range. Itisland
locked place which can be entered only through a 13,500 feet high
mountain passcalled Rohtang Pass, whichmeans, *“ Plan of dead bodies.”
Now thereisa9 Kmstunnel through which Lahaul isaccessiblewith
lessdifficulty. Heavy accumulation of snow andicecut off Lahaul from
the outsideworld for 6 monthsayear. Thevillagesaresituated from
7,000 feet to 14,000 feet above sea level and | used to trek to
thesevillageson foot toreach our dear L ahauli peoplewith the
Gospdl. Itisagreat privilegemy Lord Jesusgave measaman coming
from the extreme south of India, to trek through the Himalayan snow
capped mountain range to reach these villages, after many hours of
journey by foot. ItisaDistrict bordering Chinaand Tibet and the
temperature coming down below minus 25 degrees centigrade during
winter. | spent awinter theretoo.

My Lord Jesus gave me more than 330 families as contacts
inside Lahaul to whom | used to go and share the Gospel, give New
Testaments, Tracts, Videosof Jesus Chrigt'sfilm and pray withthemin
the 22 yearsduring 4 months of summer, Juneto September. They are
mainly Buddhistsby faith. A few individual saccepted Christ and they
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are scattered in different places. But most of them have not personally
accepted Christ and there is no Church (an assembly of people
worshipping ChristinsideLahaul). Somefdlowshipsaretherein Kullu
Valley among them and one of these worship groupswas started in
2015 by meto gather inside Christ Church, Kullu, of IEM. Evennow |
keep intouchwith 52 contact familiesby WhatsApp and phonecalls.

Thisisal62yearsministry which our Lord Jesus Christ started
among the Lahauli people in 1856 through the German Moravian
Missionaries, which had to be closed in 1940 at the onset of the Second
World War. Thenfrom 1967 IEM got in touch with the Lahaulisand
from 1996 afull timeMinigtry isbeing doneamong them. My colleagues
Pynsha and hiswifeBdisha(from M eghdayaarecontinuingthisMinistry
among the Lahaulisnow).

| am much burdened for the dear L ahauli peopleand | believe
that our Lord Jesuswould gather in Hisfathful onesamongtheLahaulis
to berepresented inthe Kingdom of God before HisThronein future.
Our labour intheLordisnotinvain. Amen.

For thelast 30years| amin North Indiaservingour Lord
Jesus Christ. | am 64 years now. HE who called meisfaithful,
Hallelujah !!!

“(a108@0m  alGla)BERDOBM® BIOI®
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MM Church Annual Convention 2025
31st October to 2" November
6.00 pm Evening Meetings on all the days

4 )\

Preacher
Sri. GeorgeCherian
(Founder President, Missions India,

Navajeevodhayam Centre, Thiruvalla.)
° °

Special Programmes
Spiritual & Missionary Retreat
on Saturday, 1% November at 10 am

Pevival & Peneawal &/{wﬁ'fg
On 1-11-2025 at 5:30 pm
(A refreshing time for members

of all Sub-organisations of our Church)

Sunday
Malayalam Service : 08.30 am
English Service : 10.30 am
Evening Meeting : 06.00 pm
Please pray for the preacher and the convention meelings
Mr.L.J. Padmakumar Adv. SarjineThomas

Convener Convener, Gospd Band
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THE PATH OFWISDOM
Daniel Wellington

Knowing God is known as wisdom from
above. Wisdom in the Bible isan important topic. The
word Hakhmah in the Hebrew language has been
translated as wisdom. The synonym for wisdom is Sophia in English
language. The Bible divides into three books to discuss about wisdom
—Book of Job, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. These books are collectively
known as wisdom literature. Psalms 19, 37,104, 147 and 148 are also
grouped under wisdom literature.

Christ, who is the wisdom of God and the power of God
permeated to live at the centre of our lives. Christianity moves beyond
the wisdom of King Solomon, which teaches that God has come to this
world in the person of His Son in order to set up a rescue mission to
serve the Lord. This aspect of God’s nature we examine is His
knowledge and wisdom, while these two characteristics together, because
relay itis almost impossible to consider one without the other.

Where can wisdom be found?

We have this promise: “If any one of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will
be given to (you) “ (James 1:5). The wisdom begins and ends with
God. Wisdom comes from heaven. “Wisdom’ wrote Charles Spurgeon,
“is a beauty of life that can only be produced by God’s workmanship in
us”. Itis good to ask from time to time: “Am | growing in wisdom ?”
When we ask, His wisdom will begin to enlighten us and power itself
out to others.

God gave wisdom to some people to make priestly garments
for Aaron (Ex.25:3). Wisdom indicates the ability given by God to do
certain things beyond known human ability. This may be explained as
efficiency or ability. Butthe Greek word used here gives an impetus to
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divine wisdom or spiritual wisdom (Rom.11:33). Thisword isemployed
to explain the wisdom of Jesus (Matt. 13:54; Mark 6:2). Spiritual
wisdom (Luk.10:22).

The Wisdom of Solomon in the Bible is very authentic. When he
assumed kingship after his father David, he prayed to God for only one
thing, “Give me wisdom and knowledge (1 Chro.1:10). God gave him
wisdom. A lion share of the wisdom literature has been written by
Solomon.

David recognized his own foolishness as the root cause for the
evils he committed. The answer for such destructive foolishness is to
embrace the wisdom of God. Only by allowing God to transform us
can we overcome our foolish decisions and follow the pathway of godly
wisdom. Proverbs 9:10 reminds us “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom and the knowledge of the holy one is

understanding”. (To be continued)
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True freedom is not doing anything you want to, but it comes
from obedience and knowing what to do when.

Why Should We Obey God? The Lord told Abram, “I am God
Almighty; serve Me faithfully and live a blameless life.” God
says the same thing to us. We are to obey God because He is
God-that is the only reason (Gen. 17:1).

CROSSED JORDAN TO BE WITH THE LORD

Prabha Udayakumar
Family No.| Thycattil, Opp. to Muthoot Valley Flats,
1626 Pallimukku Road, Kallayam

Died on 06-09-2025

Selvanose C.
Family No.| Serene, Hs.N0.515B, Aramkallu Road,
997 Pallimukku, Kallayam

Died on 09-09-2025

Indira Gladys Rajan

Family No.| Belair, TC 3/161, PRA-16, Paruthippara,
1098 Muttada, Trivandrum 695025

Died on 19-09-2025

Mercy Kamalam C.

Family No.| Cannan House, TC 11/1341, 37 Bains
726 Compound, Nanthencode, Trivandrum

Died on 28-09-2025

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord henceforth,
‘Blessed indeed, says the spirit’ that they may rest from their
labours, for their deeds follow them! (Rev. 14:13)




2l8sf candn 19
636’:’0%0671/(5 2025

THOUGHTS ON PRAYER

Prof. Poovi Thanka Kumari J.

“When your cup runneth over with joy
You’ll find it easy to pray

And to sing all the day

When your cup runneth over with joy

When your cup is so empty and dry,
And you feel you could sit down and cry.
If the Lord you would please,

Get down on your knees

And your cup will run over with joy”

How true these lines are!

Countless volumes have been written on prayer but
you don’t learn to pray until you actually do it.

And you need it, How much you need it !

“Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath,
The Christian’s native air

His watchword at the gates of death,
He enters heaven with prayer.

There are times when prayer is just a cry from the heart :
“Lord Jesus save me”. And there are times when we feel the presence
of God enveloping us. However that does not always happen. And that
is when we need the discipline of prayers. Our Lord showed us the
example. Early in the morning, when it was still dark, He would go apart
to pray. We also find Daniel praying thrice a day.

What do we pray for? Our needs, of course. “Give us this day our
daily bread” is part of the Lord’s Prayer. However we should beware
of turning our prayers into a mere shopping list. Confession, praise and
thanksgiving should be a part of our daily prayer. Our Lord wants us to
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turn over to Him all our thoughts, struggles, failures and dreams. What
we can’t tell our father, mother, spouse and friend, we can tell the Lord.
“I'tell Him all my sorrows
| tell Him all my joys
I tell Him all that pleases me

I tell Him what annoys”

Isn’t that a wonderful privilege?

A modern development is the 24/7 prayer tower — While there is
nothing wrong about going to these prayer towers, we should never let
them replace our personal prayer. Atotal stranger can’t pray for us
aswe can. Of course, there are times of stress when we feel unable to
pray. Even then it makes more sense to find somebody to pray for us
within our own Church circle They are more likely to be concerned for
us than total strangers.

Our prayer should be the prayer of faith and it should be
persistent. Finally there is warfare prayer. Evil is real. And the sooner
we know that the battle against evil belongs to the Lord, the better for
us. The enemy may be strong but He that is in us is greater than he that
is in the world.

So brothers and sisters, pray. The Lord is waiting to hear you.
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BEATING SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES:
AVISION OF NONVIOLENCEAND PEACE
Part 1l

Er. Sumitha Valsalam

Outside the United Nations building, a sculpture
titled “Let Us Beat Swords into Ploughshares’ shows
the world's hope to turn weapons into tools of peace.
The Church's Role Today

The message of turning swords into plowshares calls today's
Christians to live as people of God's peaceful kingdom. True biblical
peace shalom-includes justice, mercy and healing broken relationships.
As Micah 6:8 says, we are called to "do justly, love mercy and walk
humbly with God." This means building peace-promoting systems like
good education, fair economies and methods for solving conflict. Italso
means challenging things that fuel war, like injustice and arms buildup. The
New Testament teaches that the Church must share burdens (Galatians
6:2), seek the good of society (Jeremiah 29:7) and pray for leaders
(1 Timothy 2:1, 2). Peace is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). Through
worship and the sacraments, the Church continues to announce God's
message of reconciliation to a hurting world.

What Can We Do?

So how can we live out this vision? As individuals, by following
Jesus'teachings-loving our enemies, forgiving people and settling disputes
peacefully. Churches can offer guidance, teaching and ministries focused
on peacemaking. Churches canalso speak out for disarmament, provide
aid, join hands with other faiths and stand up against injustice. Most importantly,
Christians are called to pray and trust God to bring peace to hearts and nations.

To live as peacemakers, we must forgive, pursue reconciliation
(Matthew 5:24-26; 18:15-17), support peacebuilding efforts, promote
just policies, live simply and uphold the dignity of every person. The call
to "beat swords into plowshares" is a reminder that God's dream-from
Isaiah to Jesus and beyond is about restoring peace. By God's grace, we
canturn hatred into healing and bring a bit of God's kingdom to our world.
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WE ARE SAFE IN THE ARMS OF JESUS

Er. Thomas Cris Sarasam

As we enter the last quarter of 2025, we
take stock of the happenings of last year and the
occurrences that touched us physically, mentally
and spiritually. There were weddings, children born, vocations entered,
barriers broken, impediments crossed, projects started (And finished),
new frontiers reached and of course death among us. Four elders (among
many other congregants) associated with our church entered their
heavenly abode after faithfully running the race for Christ our Lord. -
Rev. Dr. A. Kanakraj, Mr. Martin Daniel (Ex- Sunday School Secretary),
Er. Jose Sundaran C. (Ex- Organist) and Mr. Selvanose C. (Responsible
for Lenin Nagar City Mission).

As we hold true in our steadfast trust that we would see
our loved ones on the other shore, let us shortly explore why we
as reformed protestants, would rather use “Safe in the Arms of
Jesus” or “We shall meet him/her on that beautiful shore™ in our
condolence messaging and not “Rest in Peace”.

We base our assurance of salvation on the promises of God,
consequently the language we use about death also reflects our personal
confidence in Christ and the sufficiency of His sacrifice on the cross
(John 3:16).

The phrase ""Rest in Peace' has roots in Catholic heresy
and traditionally expresses a hope (a prayer) for the deceased’s soul to
find rest, often without direct reference to their personal relationship
with Christ. It is related to the heresy of purgatory that requires dead
believers with residual sin to undergo further purification before they are
at peace with God. This is unbiblical and questions the sufficiency of
Christ’s work in our salvation.

We as reformed Christians (of congregational and presbyterian
parentage in CSl), believe that eternal life begins the moment one trusts
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Christand is continually affirmed by the presence of new spiritual desires
and affections. [Romans 10: 9-10, 1 John 5:12-13]. While the assurance
of salvation is possible, itis natural that our human frailties bring in periods
of doubt and yet God enables believers to know what He has given
them through regular means [2 Tim 1:12, John 10:27-28, 1 John 5:13,
John 5:24, John 6:47].

The usage of “Safe in the Arms of Jesus” or “We shall
meet on the other shore” encapsulate our commitment to the
assurance of the Gospel that salvation is by grace alone, through faith
alone and in Christ alone. This assurance leads us to the confident hope
that our loved ones, upon death, are immediately in Christ’s presence
and their souls find eternal security and peace.
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Across
Let it be so....(4)
Joint in your arm(5)
Sound navigation and ranging (5)
Bannana throw aways (4)
The evil one Gen 3:14 (7)
Friend (9)
Man's name in "Applesauce" (4)
"First sell me your .... "
Gen 25:31(10)
Walk aimlessly (6)
Green gem stone (7)
White light is
vibgyor is present(9)

[ 111 ] Compiled by
FT T . Premchand Johnson
S EEEEE
Ll [ |
Down
1. Helium,Neon,Argon,Krypton. Etc
gases (9)
2. Injure severely (4)
3. Green in the desert (5)
5. Scheduled time of arrival (3)
6. ‘...but----- for the promise of
the father...."(Acts1:4) (4)
8. "A noble woman of character"
According to Boaz (4)
10. A person with divine revelations
about the future (7)
12. Run out of membership/
; ; subscription(7)
""" , In which 16. Mount of transfiguration(6)
18. One foot two......(4)

Nb: Questions are from general knowledge and the Bible.
Please whatsapp your answers to 9447018118.

Answers To Crossword 17 : 1) Wavelength 2)Harim 3)Baritone 4) Flashflood 5)Area
6) Moniker 7) Oxygen 8) Naval 9) Red 10) Sapphire 11)Maze 12) Ape 13) Thief 14)
Ceilingfan 15) August 16)Onxy 17) Stalagmite 18) Blowfish 19) Orca 20) Gobi 21) Binary

WINNERS OF CROSSWORD 17 - Jeslin Tibinet
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We hope that all of you are carefully reading the Bible to find
answers to the questions, which is the motive behind this Bible Quiz.
This month's questions are from the Exodus 11-20. These ten chapters
describe the exodus or the beginning of the journey of Israel from
Egypt; we see the journey till Mount Sinai in the reading portion. Kindly,
read these ten chapters before attempting the quiz.

A]|th Sen Please substantiate your answers by stating references (verse) from
the Bible. The questions are prepared from the English Standard Version
(ESV) of the English Bible; kindly use that version to find the correct answers. For clarifications, refer
the Malayalam translation of the questions. Submit your answers written in English or Malayalam

before October 23rd through email at churchvoicequiz@gmail.com

Those who are writing answers on paper, kindly use a single side to write the answers and write
the name on the same side before taking the photo. After taking a photo make sure that the answers
are readable before sending it. Email is the only mode of communication.

EI' '“ EI The Bible Quiz can be downloaded every month using the URL
'_1'3: d.!;f_ﬁ https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pYmyeEtOmItbG8DehtPcI5SSUSxux-6zs

You can also scan the QR code to go to the link.

Ol
1. Which month after the Israelites left 6.
Egypt did they reach the Desert of

When the people of Israel went up out of
the land of Egypt, whose bones did

Sinai?

Moses take with him?

2. Whowasthefirst prophetessrecorded 7.  “What you are doing is not good.” Who
inthe Bible? told this to Moses?
3. Forhow many years did the people of 8. How many chosen chariots did Pharaoh
Israel live in Egypt? take with him to pursue the people of
4. Who went out from Pharaoh in hot Israel?
anger? 9. Whatwas like coriander seed, white, and
5. During the war with Amalek, who held the tasted like wafers made with honey?

up the hands of Moses, so that they
were steady until the going down of
the sun?

10. Which was only law among the ten
commandments to be given along with a

promise?

Read the instructions given above before submitting the answers. Those answers submitted

without following the instructions will not be valued along with correct submissions.

Please do go through the answers published every month, because | often value the submitted

answers based on context rather than exactness.
The correct answers to the quiz from Exodus 1-10

1. Simeon (6:15) 5. Eighty-three years old (7:7)

2. Aaron (4:16) 6. AHebrew midwife (1:15)

3. The wheat and spelt (9:32) 7. The Israelite overseers (5:19-21)
4. One of the two Hebrew men who were 8. Horeb (3:1)

fighting (2:14)
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9. The magicians (8:19) 10. Locusts (10:15)
List of people who had submitted the right answers to the quiz from Exodus 1-10
1. Sujana Satish 8. Nesakumari Davidson  15. Jothi Roberts
2. Meehal Godwin 9. MahilAjith 16. Girly Rajesh John
3. Helen SarammaE.H. 10. Dora Johnson 17. Rajesh John Ross
4. Jolly David 11. Gladis J. 18. Mershika John
5. LathaJob 12. Lilly Prasad 19. Jeslin Tibinet
6. J.Sumangala 13. Nirmala Lal Jayakumar  20. SarojamT. S.
7. Dr. Felcy Priya Davidsonl14. Aquilan Sarja 21. AnithaKingsley

List of people who submitted answers with only one mistake

1.LiloraP.R., 2.Soben S. L., 3.Salee Pramila D. P., 4.Chandra John
5.Lalitha Jacob, 6.Reuben S. L., 7.Anie Reuben
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